UNRULY FAMILY
The King's fears were justified: die baby died that same day.
Mrs Stuart, who was a member of the Household, has left an
account of the sorrow which the father and mother experienced.
I was at Windsor Castle [she wrote] at the time of the death of Prince
Alfred, a child of two years old, and who had suffered great agonies.
When he had become tranquil, shortly before expiring, the King
took the Queen out of the room, and expressed a wish to read a
sermon as usual, it being Sunday evening. He selected that of Blair
on Death, which closes with the beautiful description from the
Revelations of the Church triumphant. While reading it a slight
knock was heard at the door. The King seemed to shudder, but
went on reading. When the description was ended he went up to
the Queen, and taking her hand most affectionately said, " Such, my
dearest, I humbly trust our litde Alfred now is. That knock in-
formed me he is passed from death into life." He then wept
tenderly.
Less than a year later another of his children had c passed from
death into life'—the four years old Octavius. Hannah More
wrote:
The King and Queen have suffered infinitely from the loss of the
sweet little Prince, who was the darling of their hearts. I was
charmed with an expression of the King's—" Many people," said he,
" would regret they had ever had so sweet a child, since they were
forced to part with him. That is not my case. I am thankful to
God for having graciously allowed me to enjoy such a creature for
four years."
Again the distracted father turned for solace to Bishop Hurd; and
on May 6th, 1783, three days after Octavius's death, he wrote to
ask him to come to his side.
I have proposed to the Queen, and she approves of it, that I should
desire you to come on Saturday . . . that, on Sunday, in my chapel
in die castle, we may have the comfort of hearing you preach, and
receiving from your hands the holy communion. I think this a very
proper time for renewing the baptismal vow; and, though greatly
grieved, I feel true submission to tie decrees of Providence, and great
iankfulness for having enjoyed for four years that dear infant.
The King had already told another that he thought he would die
of grief as a result of the baby's death.
Two more deaths came to his family while he had his sanity.
331

